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Shine Like Stars In a Dark World

LINE spreads on
campus, connecting

for social network
By Staff Writers

the social network service called LINE

in Japan since the new communica-
tion tool was launched on June 23, 2011. In
order to find out about the trend on the usage
of the network service among the youth, we
have conducted a survey on students of Hokusel
Gakuen University, covering 100 students (52
females and 48 males ranging from first-year to

fourth-year students). The following isan ;
analysis of the results of the survey. LINE has become people’s necessities in social life.

] I‘ { ecently a lot of people have been using
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Graph1: Friends LINE is an application for com-  often than females. Males apparently
municating with people that can be feel more self-conscious. Furthermore,
used on smart phones, feature phongmrt-time job leaders use LINE with
and PCs. Itis an instant messenger their co-workers, too. As can be seen
tool with features such as text chat afrdm the Graph 3, 60% are using it.
M LINE internet telephone. As of January 18,(Misaki Ozawa)
t 1 2013, the membership of LINE ex-
0% 0% 100% ceeded 100 million users around the ~ The survey also shows that most of
Graph2: Family world — in about 19 months after its the respondents use LINE a lot, with
_ launch in Japan. Now it has exceedegoung people spending quite some
| 406 million in total. LINE has variougime for using LINE every day. They
Females |'27. 36 E-mail  Merits in itself. Itallows usersto  have formed some group LINE and
. communicate more freely than e-maiprivate LINE. Table 1 shows that both
Phone . .
Males 35 37 SO anyone can use it easily. We can males and females use LINE a lot
| M LINE feel free at anytime to contact with  spending around 150 minutes a day.
0% 5(')% 10'0% friends, or even with the parents. But However, there are many problems
the message we send to the parentsfacing young people today. Recently,
Graph3: Part-time Job usually minimally necessary infor-  the number of children who use LINE
- mation, so it is about the same per- is increasing.They spend about 3 or 4
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. | centage as the telephone. Comparingpours on the average every day using
emales |14 24 E-mail  females with males, there is a slight LINE. They chat with friends using
iy phone  difference in contacting with family. LINE and play LINE games until mid-
Males |12 29 = LINE Males use LINE with their family lessnight, so they go to bed late, and get
0% 5(3% 10.0% Table 1 Time spent for LINE | The Number of One-
able
i inut to- Chat d
The graphs above show how students use LINE (in minute) o-one Lhat per day
and other communication devices differently Males 148 53
depending on who they are contacting. e [ 156 4.8
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up late, and finally go to school late. cent in 2013. The application is useful

Some of their parents are troubled for communicating with friends.
about this problem, and decided to However, there are a lot of risks in
limit the use of smart phones by theiusing the service. First, if the user
children. The parents say to childrendo not set it up properly, they may
“You can use it till 8 p.m., so you do face the risk of getting their LINE
not use it after that.” But their chil- account stolen. For example, one
dren say, “There are LINE groups, of LINE’s functions, “shake it
and | want to join them. If | don't, | search,” which enables the users
may be left out of my friends.” One exchange their account with each
school in Kagoshima Prefecture conether, can be abused by some
ducted a research about LINE, and strangers and the users might get
found that some students use LINE strange messages or annoying m
messages more than 100 a day. So Hages because their account have
school warned students, “You do nobeen stolen if they keep the func-
use smart phones, cellphones and tion on.
computers from 9 p.m. to 8 a.m.” and
"App'Y the rule to every farnﬂy.“ LINE, especially young generatiot
LINE is very useful, but this kind of . . .
problem is becoming so serious nowL.JserS' according to an artlc!e wit
ten by a Japanese economic new

(Yukina Tahira) paper. They use it all the time, ana

Some of them are addicted to
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According to a survey conductedfeel that they must reply as soon asrhe number of group chats that the students are

by the Japanese Home Affairs Ministhey get a message as if it is their
try, the percentage of the people in duty. They get weary of it, but can-
their 20s who use LINE was 49 per- not stop doing it.(Nozomi Hirao)
centin 2012, but it surged to 80 per-

engaged in on a daily basis.

ignoring Messages Causes Troubles among Users

These days, as LINE has become
people’s necessity to communicate - {3
with others, a new buzz word often

abbreviation of “Kidoku Suru.” Kid-

oku means marked as already ‘rea ‘ 15:09
and “suru” is a Japanese-English

derived from the English word

‘through,” meaning in this case

“ignoring the message.” Some stu-

dents feel they are obliged to reply \
LINE messages because of the col
troversial function.

In short, senders of LINE mes- 15108

sages how can know if receivers Read
) 15.09 L Me too
have read a message or not, and i

ol - ¥

U
’ Read V
used among students is: “KS,” an 15:08

they don'’t respond to it, the sender -

thoughts will go like this: “He/she Need to be freed fromj

ignored my message.” The word K schoolwork 1509

was invented because, among LIN Ca (Want friends chat?7
users, the obvious “ignoring” isa b Uzt i
problem that has unfavorable effec [How about having lunch [
on relationships between friends ot f;aog tomorrow at the cafeteria?

romantic partners.
The problem will be like this:

This shows the typical situation of “KS.”

BY AYANA [SHIYAMA

one asks the other why he/she doesn't
reply. In order to avoid the awkward
guestion, several students have their
own rules when using LINE: they
don’t read messages when they cannot
reply the message right away. Moreo-
ver, a few said that they do not keep
up with LINE communication too
obligatorily and sometimes choose not
to respond even after reading a mes-
sage.

The Mark as Read function can
trigger irritation, frustration, anger,
sorrow, and other various emotions
among the users. “When is he/she
going to answer this?” or “He/she
hasn’t responded despite having
marked my message as already ‘read,’
okay, he/she is not interested in me.”
These reactions are commonly heard.
In fact, a few students who answered
the survey said that they have had
arguments with their friends because
they did not reply in spite of having

marked LINE messages as read.



The survey shows another aspect of the LINE usgdéoxusei students. This is Graph5: Need for "Mark as
a gender-segregated graph which is based on answeiguestion, “Do you need Read" Function
the Mark as Read function?” (see Graph 5). TherkMes Read” means the message
has already been read. The number of those whoesedWyes" is more than "no" * 1
altogether. 11
However, there is a difference between males amaifes. While only 33% of 19  mNo
the male respondents want the Mark as Read fumd@@% of the female respond- Answer
ents said they need it. Women said that they vaoobfirm that the messages are No
reached or not. “When | don’t need a reply, the s Read function is useful,” 2
said a first-year female student. “If | don’t reeei reply to my email, | get worried Neutral
that my friends might be involved in an accidensomething,” said a first-year
male student. No other emails but LINE can givesthiese of safety by the Mark as 31
Read function. 16 Yes

LINE users are now more closely communicating hir friends and family
than before. A female respondent said, “| neveharged emails with my father r T 1
before, but now | exchange messages with him orEL'1IShe would say, “Please Males Females (Inperson)
come to pick me up, Dad.” Then the father wouldyé@.K.” LINE's strength is
the immediacy and the convenience - LINE is the twes for talking silly contents
daily. (Ikumi Sagawa)

Students provided their views about
the “Mark as Read” function.

As is shown in the Graph 5, male stu- LINE has changed the nature of comsnline, even if they are not near you.
dents answered “No” to the question onmunication. “l don't tell my LINE ac-  However, young generations seem unable
whether or not they need the “Mark as count easily to others,” a senior female to separate their own private time from
Read” function by 20 percent more thanstudent said. “Contacting people becamsocial time because of frequent usage of
female students. so much easier, and | don't want otherslittNE. Many students reported that they
The different attitude toward the Con_contact me so ha_ndlly. One can know |ﬁon t want to see too many notifications

. ) a message is delivered and read, and niost group chat.
troversial function between males and

females seems to indicate that males coor{-the time, he/she can get the reply in an Those episodes show that LINE has a

sider LINE messages as obligation morm.s.'tant' Beca.use of the ee}smess and.ca Stential danger of bullying and that stu-
ility of knowing the other’s KS, chattin .
than females. . o dents are very obsessed with LINE and
tends to continue forever, which is why

. . .2 spend much time with it. The results of
Unfortunately, LINE can be a deviceyoung generations spend so much tlmethe survev suagest the need for more
that excludes somebody from a group. with LINE. y st99

. . moral use of the LINE application.
fact, a male freshman has witnessed his - . . )
. - : Surely, it is fun to have friends with (Ayana | shiyama)
friends gossiping about one of their

friends who is not in the group chat. you at every moment wherever you are

It seems there are many advantages and disadeanidggn
using LINE. This application makes people pull elo each other,
while some users find it uncomfortable to use LIbdeause they feel
like being watched all the time as they use itiargday life. It is a great
way to get in touch with people who live far awayewen in different
countries when they have LINE. However there iead that people are
relying too much on LINE and being too sensitiveewlthey don't get
responses right away. We have to admit that LIN& risally convenient
application but we must remind ourselves of thempairpose in using
those communication applications such as LINE téwjitor Facebook. It
is “To share your stories with people ANYTIME."i#t not to keep your
eyes on others’ lives 24 hours like surveillanceeras. People use
LINE because they want to communicate with othessired them, not to
have an unnecessary argument over why they diéh'a gesponse for 3
hours although the message had been read a loa@tm People have
their own different life styles. So maybe we shoodda bit more tolerant
toward the late responses. Particularly, impaiigntg, let’s wait for a bit,
shall we? Just because your boyfriend takes antbaay “How are
Photo by Ayana Ishiyama you?” that doesn’t mean that he doesn’t love yadueast he did reply

“How are you?” So people, be patient and have al dig@with LINE.
(Hikari Chiba)

Different styles of LINE usage should be more ac-

cepted so that students can enjoy the handy, com-
munication tool more freely.



]t has been almost 4 months since the freshmen of 2014
started their life here at Hokusei Gakuen University. It
must have been difficult for them to get used to the new
learning environment of higher education with new people.
Not knowing what is about to start to life brings people a
lot of feelings such as nervousness, excitement, or even
joy. A survey was conducted on campus to find out how
the freshmen of this year initially thought about their
school life here, and how they think it now. Many students
imagined a university life would be filled with motivation,
new experiences and friends for life... However, there are
some who are actually disappointed about Hokusei. Here
are the real voices of our newcomers towards their lives
here. The survey reveals how they feel about the Hokusei
Life, with some interesting ideas to make this school a
better place. The survey was carried out in May covering 45
freshmen (23 girls, 22 boys) to find out their honest opin-
ions and frank views.

The first question is concerned with the initial feelings
they had before entering Hokusei. Regardless of gender,
almost half of the respondents answered that they had
“positive feelings” toward the new life at the university.
On the other hand, one fourth of them answered they

Freshmen's expectation rate for new
life at Hokusei

B Excited

B Rather excited
¥ Neutral

M Rather unexcited

B Unexcited

¥ Notanswered

By Hikari Chiba

were “nervous.” One of the main reasons for causing
nervousness in them was building new friendship with
other students. Following the friendship anxiety, part time
jobs came up as a second main reason. One female student
of the English department explains: “ | was not sure if | can
keep up with both studying and working!” Another re-
search proved that a lot of freshmen answered that they
have never had a part time job before. Therefore many of
the freshmen must be struggling with managing to keep
the balance between works and studies. Here is some ad-
vice from a 3rd year student: NOTHING comes first before
studying as long as you are a student.

Half of the freshmen answered they were initially ex-
cited to enter Hokusei. How about now? The next question
focused on the gaps between the reality and expectations

Girls Boys

EYES mNO EYHKS ENO
37
63 % 47 53
% % 0

o

they had before, that may have led to disappointments.
Sometimes highest hopes can lead to a great disappoint-
ment. Here are their real voices. There is a slight difference
in numbers by gender, but a large percentage of them —
53% of the boys and 37% of the girls — have felt disap-
pointed in Hokusei life. Why? There were some particular
reasons for the disappointments. The following are the top
three reasons.

1. Too many required classes. 14 students (out of 45)
agreed that there are too many required classes.



2. No serious attention towards learning among most of
the students. There are many students who sleep in class.

3. Small facilities (Especially Seikyo “The co-op store” is con-
sidered as too small)

Although there were so many complaints by freshman
about facilities issues, some students find our library really
helpful and bigger compared with other ones because of the
number of books they have. Some say, “ We can find anything
in the library, for our essay, or even just for your interests.”
Our library seems like an important place where students can
enhance their knowledge in
any categories and fields. Fur-
thermore, there are some in-
teresting answers about disap-
pointments in Hokusei. No
lockers, and the short business
hours at Student Support
Office. Freshmen have more
classes than their upper-class
students and therefore they have to carry around many text-
books with them.

“We need a locker.”
T

Related to the facilities issue, what facilities or services do
freshmen wish to have at Hokusei? Here are three most inter-
esting ideal services that they strongly wish for.

1. More elevators or escalators
2. Free WiFi service around campus
3. IC card auto charging machine for student ID cards

The interesting idea suggested was private rooms for nap-
ping!

The effect of a short nap has been studied by many schol-
ars all over the world for a long time, and recently it is scien-
tifically proven that taking a short nap brings powerful con-
centration and heightens efficiency of work. In other words,
it might be a good idea to provide private napping rooms on
campus.

There must be a lot of changes in their lives as they go to
university. Asked when they realize that they are a university
student, the majority of them answered the moment when;

1. They drink alcohols

2. Skip classes

@ "8\
3. Wake up late P”°‘"E“"‘“°""

secondsjwith| your
phone.

4. Dye and perm their hair

[

Many students feel nos-
talgic when they see students in school uniforms like “Oh, |
was wearing the same uniform till just a few months ago.”
While in university, students no longer wear uniforms, there is
one invisible thing you have to wear/ have all the time with
you. That is “Responsibility.” With great freedoms come with
great responsibility.

Lastly, the freshmen answered whether they are happy
they decided to enter Hokusei. Over 80% of the respondents
answered that they are happy choosing Hokusei, while just
only one girl answered “no.” The main reasons why the major-

ity of respondents are grateful with their decision are;
1. Many native speakers of English
2. Carrier supporting classes and seminars

3. Surrounded by many kind sophomores, juniors and sen-
iors

Satisfaction rate of

choosing Hokusei

3%
756 3%

HYes

M RatherYes
Neutral

B RatherNo

E No

Their new life at Hokusei has just started. Four years
may seem long but it is not. Time flies. The freshmen
were asked if there were anything they would want to
achieve before they become a sophomore. The survey
shows that almost 1 in 3 students would want to get a

boyfriend or a girl-
- friend,
quite surprising that

and It was

“many boys answered
that there are so
many cute girls at

" Hokusei while no girls
made any comment about boys. There may be cute girls,
however that doesn’t mean those cute girls are all availa-
ble for boys who are currently single. So if you have some-
one special on your mind, just go get her/him! No time to
worry or hesitate, otherwise your rival would go take your
princess or prince away from you before you even get a
chance to pursue them. Second of all, many students
would want to get a part time job and save money for
whatever comes to their needs. The survey shows half of
the students have ‘.J»

part time jobs and § ‘
the other half don’t. |

It is a great way to
earn money but
working is not al-
ways about money.

It is more important

Japanese Pop singer, Kyaripamyupamyu on
commercial of “an”, the recruit magazine

how you can grow
up and how many
things you can learn from working and people you work
with. That is the real meaning of doing a part time job.
Learn for your future life, brighten your life with your ex-
periences. Remember, whatever you do in your part time
job, nothing will be in vain in your future life. (H.C.)
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Renewal of Home Page of English Dept.

By Misaki Ozawa

he home page of the English department was re =™ b@,[lj‘ N\ V) BEBRCS
signed in March this year to promote the bettergien:  Ljj 2% . 3+ Jn p
; ahe i U G0 5@173:

and get more publicity about the department. Théllghts
of the renewal include giving out more clear messa
about the academic merits of the department aratiocreof
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the Facebook account for inviting more interactidres ™&sh ;ﬁ““"‘i':l P, :

. . . . | gl i
tween the campus and outside the university. Magad- _—eTi— . _ﬁfﬁ -
line messages Fz)n the opening page read “T3;1e Dothret "W ﬁ:ﬁ“l‘ N o e ———

g pening pag Grussz20mE EHROREHARATOISL 23-ADSERROTERE

World; Many Options for Studying Abroad and Overseas ¥ szomomanrmus HastEna e PR TSRS
Experiences,” “High Employment Rate (96%) Achieve
and “Teaching English in Small-class.” .
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The HP is an important tool of communication ¢om- &= ‘ ! "ﬁﬁﬁr

f : ; . JEFLE BEHMI4FRER ER - BROTOERE BERIEATEFELE!
mercial purpose better than pr nted pu blicationshsas FLOTORICTRBRHEETENEESEME SEOT0LRBLOOEEEES CEE. B TIABDEAT SR ADRDOE
z

brochures and school pamphlets. As many peopley tosia ™
computers and smart phones, the HP can be viewadypy . . .
. ' enter Hokusei, their parents or high school teach&s the
one anywhere at anytime. In order to fulfill theeds for ) ) ) i
I . . . population of high school students is decreasigkusei
viewing the page, the university commissioned afgo!
sional website builder to create a more useful lagigful

is determined to secure high-level students foruitroent.
page. The redesigning of the HP has two purp@ses, to ITh? E:g:(lihgepz;rtmﬁntfof I—:okuszl |sr\]/velll—knc;yvn' ﬂ:ﬁ-
serve both teachers and students at Hokusei who War?r n 1o fa' .o., utt eThacu ty ag schoo autmzﬂsb?re
share information on campus with each other. Sectxm&l sense of crisis now. They need to step up efiofsiblic

serve the general public such as future studempisinag to relations for better recruitment of aspiring stugen

Info rm ation EXCha nge news and liked it. Basically, the stories on thedbmok are

offered mostly by students. If students have somasnof
school events or club activities, they can offed amake a
request for carrying the stories. Some of the neamded on
the page, for example, featured a Hokusei studéotwon
. an award in French oral contest, introduction oversity
club activities and classroom scenes. The purpésien
Facebook page is to provide a place where peopéetheir
opinions and exchange views. But it is updated éwdc
month now. Prof. Tomoharu Yanagimachi, the chiethaf
Tl e English department, said, “We are short of staigespdate
i ... the page. So if you have some news or informafitense
LEFEAY KPP RPN don't hesitate to come to us.”

- ESEAS XS EXSH
ZhltFacebookZFIBLT\ET.

FacebooklZZRUT. ILEFEAY Y28 EXFRZAPHORELEREROE LD,

TEIRAYHEATS |0

T sem el

Since the Facebook page of the English departn e smesmmo ——
was created on June 18, 2013, many people especiafl
versity students have used it, and it is a goodepla obtair
new information and build communication with peopie
side or outside of the English department. Theyld/dike
to share the campus news with a lot of studerdisidimg
high school students. Now, about 220 people hawheu
“Like!” button on the page. It is a function of teemmuni-
cation software to indicate “I like the content.”ithVthe
function, we can see and check how many peopledhbe

B EDERNEEY [BIED 50 AEEE /-

(8 bmERRS - LB LES) TEBLELL!

B8, BOTED !

/i hokuse.ac.jp/tagblor i Jeawnews/0000002722.h
ml




New English Integrated Class Offered

for High-L evel Students

A new school curriculum called “Integrated Class”/ \
was introduced from 2013 at the English departrrierg.a “We hope that some of these students will deve

special class for students who have high-level glEh
skills. Students in this class can learn and agvé@lrther
their skills in speaking, reading and writing thgbuoral
English. Why did the English department introduue pro-
gram? Professor Joseph Luckett, a committee mewibgr
the program, said there are some students who |
achieved a high level of basic English skills, bis tclass
was provided for such students for learning a hidéeel
of English. Students are initially placed in theial English
classes through placement interviews conducteaguhe
orientation week at the beginning of the acadenaiar yin
April. Prof. Luckett said there is no strict limid the num-
ber of students enrolled in this class, “but wdegra small-
er number, somewhere between 10 and 15.” The intesv
for screening are conducted one-on-one betweenstne
dent and one of the oral English class teachet, @ach
interview lasting between 3 and 5 minutes. Studerite
are placed in the highest level of the oral Englitdsses
will be offered the opportunity to join the Intetgd Stud-
ies course. In order to stay in the course, thectadl stu-
dents must receive the permission of the instruasowell
as maintaining a minimum score on the TOEFL exaswN
students can join the course at the beginning di sames-
ter if they achieve at least the minimum TOEFL scor
which is initially set at 500 for first-year studen Since
this is a pilot program, the required TOEFL sconegy
need to be adjusted depending on student perfoenanc

INterview

Momoka Sakahara, a second-year student, is currently en-

rolled as a member of the integrated class from April. In a

terview, she talks about the integrated class and her impres-

sions about the program.

IMPression

Most of the students in the integrated class
study other subjects in English, or go to foreign coun-
tries, watch TV programs from abroad, read English
books, talk about friends who live in a foreign coun-
try, etc. and they enjoy using English very much. |
have a lot of homework, but | not only study English
harder but also want to use a higher level English,
and | want to widen my views. | can take a reading
class and an essay class in this program, which al-
lows me to skip required classes. So | can have spare
time to do my own work freely and study effectively.
| expect to improve my English skills further.

AMfis class will attract students with high-leveldlish

By Yukina Tahira

advanced academic English skills that they caniniseg
study abroad programs. Now that Hokusei has associ
ations with schools that offer double degree systern
we think the students in this class will be gooddia

dates for those kinds of programs. Also, we hope t

=

skills who have studied abroad, attended high slksho
with strong English programs, or who have achieve
strong English skills in other ways.”

|®)

b

nin- Momoka

Sakahara

Acnieverment

In class, we set a date and give a short presen-
tation. We sometimes have an oral report in turns,
so | can make use of these experiences in this class
in many ways.

Thanks to the integrated class and homework, |
can learn a lot of vocabulary and now speak English
better than before. | study together with students
who have a high level of English, so | have come to
change my mind and attitude toward studying Eng-
lish.



HOKUSESS Starts its Campaign

for Gaining Accredited Club stat

By Ikumi Sagawa

p.m. once a week. They get advice from Professeeplo
Luckett as a consultant.

HOKUSESS, an English speaking society at Hokusei

Gakuen University, is currently an unofficial cludn campus

with the membership of 20. The ESS club is in higar to
gain the status as an officially accredited clukthefuniversity.

Their basic activities involve playing some ganssl
holding discussions in English. In addition to Us@anglish
department students, economic department studedtsacial
welfare department students belong to the club. Meebers
gather in a classroom, which is usually A500, frémp.m. to 8

Moeko Norota, 2nd president of HOKESESS, has been

the member of the club since it was reborn in 282 be-
came the president because the 1st president sedgesher
that she becomes the next president. She said eshex ex-
pected so many motivated students joined HOKUSH&S
year. “| would like to make the club with the membéogeth-
er, and it is my ideal way of running a club,” siuded.

They plan to become an official club in the nergasy
When it is approved as an official club, they ca the right
to use a club budget and a clubroom from schoodl #nther-
more, it will make it easy for HOKUSESS to stayden She
hopes that HOKUSESS will develop more and morests®
decided to start their campaign for becoming aiciaff club
with the members.

They even started considering joining a group rththe
Hokkaido English Speaking Society League to exptoair
activities. Seven universities in Hokkaido havengal it. The
group holds some competitions in debating skillEEmyglish.
“It is too difficult for some members. It will opethhe way to
participate in a debate with other universitiesidgints,” she
said.

In the first half of the hours when activiti@e held, they
play games such as Chinese whispers. For the hashaour,
they discuss whatever topics the members are steztan.
“HOKUSESS is not a club just for communicating with-
eign students, but we want to improve our Englikllss
through discussions,” one of the members said. € lzee
other clubs that aim to have a relationship witreiign stu-
dents, for example, Hi-C and EASCOM. The clubs |lsok-
ilar, but they have different purposes. “I want mvstudent
to know what HOKUSESS is. It is first and foremast
ESS,” said Shiori Noguchi, one of the members arBtca
year student.

As an unofficial club, they must hand in an apgtiien
form to do their activities to the Student Suppoffice eve-
ry week. The members take turns to fill in the foifhough
it is a troublesome work required of an unoffiaiflb, they
seem to enjoy running HOKUSESS by themselves.

At first, there were only two members. They gaglder
their pals gradually and managed to run it. Thegioal
members have already graduated froathool. Now, HO-
KUSESS has about 30 regular members, with the satite
of men to women. Some foreign exchange studentsti
activities for cultural exchange at times.

ESS tends to be thought of as being difficult ardish.
But HOKUSESS is not by any means a prudish clubth@n
contrary, the room where they do their activitissfull of
laughter. “If someone is interested in HOKUSESS, we will

taccept willingly by all means. We have an accourface-
book. It is connected to the English departmentsoant.
Please check our Facebook page,” one of the mershiets

Moeko Norota, second president of HOKUSESS
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EASCOM celebrates 10th anniversary

Survival of EASCOM

EASCOM (East Asian Student Committee) reached
its 10th anniversary in 2014, overcoming a crisis in
continuing to exist two years ago. This organization
was launched by Hokusei Gakuen University students
in order to create a program held in the fall every
year. The committee is headquartered in the Students
Support Office.

In a tie-up with Hokusei Gakuen, usually a total of
15 foreign students — five from each of three differ-
ent universities in Taiwan, China and South Korea —
visit Sapporo for a 10-day program planned by
EASCOM. All activities are arranged by EASCOM stu-
dents to let Hokusei students and the students from
the three areas have a chance to get to know each
other through exchanging cultures and ideas. This
original 10-day program has been held every year
since EASCOM was organized, and many wonderful
and lasting relationships have been built.

The crisis started back in 2012 when the Students
Support Office came up with a new idea for promoting
international exchanges with students from all over
the world, and to start the new program, the EASCOM
10-day program was targeted to disband. The
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Event ad in 2013

By Nozomi Hirao

2013 program members

EASCOM leader at that time, Akemi Tanimura, was determined to
take an action to preserve the program. She and the central ad-
ministration group started a campaign to collect signatures from
people in support of the program and finally more than 600
names were signed. The leader from each generation also gave
messages to support it, and consequently EASCOM has managed
to survive the worst situation. Tanimura says EASCOM is not just
for fun. There are many negative news reported between Japan
and the three areas, but not everything is so bad. EASCOM pro-
vides a place for understanding each other in the true sense.

EASCOM 2014

EASCOM 10-day program is scheduled to be held from October
22nd to November 1st this year. The new leader in 2014, Nao Omote,
is in progress to create an unforgettable program. The following are
excerpts from an interview with her.

This year, Indonesia was supposed to join our pEogm@AS a new
member, but unfortunately it was canceled becaus¢her own
schedule. This year’s program is going to be agesh by sharing
events with other organizations. Then we are gdmgave some
events that Hokusei students can join such as anduavent, which
provides a chance to debate with students fronthttee areas, stand
shops where Hokusei students can buy the thre€safead at rea-
sonable prices and the stage that students fromatbas introduce
their cultures and so on. All events are reallypogunities to talk to
the students and hear their real voices, so yowaseome to join us.
Finally very few students at Hokusei know EASCOM @ur program
well but we want more people to know our activitielsis is a great
opportunity to have a connection with students ftbose areas and
everyone can do it! You can discover new Japarnutjinche conver-
sation with them. We are looking forward to seeyog in the pro-
gram coming soon!
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Returnee Comes Back to
Hokusei to Pursue her Dream

By Ayana Ishiyama

which was required to be qual-
ified to acquire the school’s
recommendation for entering
Hokusei. About that time, she
found information in a pam-
phlet about Citrus College,
where she decided to jump in
to pursue her academics. “I
thought | would be able to con-
tribute to students as an Eng-
lish teacher in the future if |
had an experience of studying
abroad and living in America,”
said Wagatsuma. She studied
language arts at the college,
taking several foreign language
classes and communication
classes.

Wagatsuma recalls some
tough memories in the U.S.
“Whenever | had arguments
8 with my friends, | couldn’t
express my feelings well at

Nanami Wagatsuma, age
21 and an English major, ha
a unique history as a Hokusg
Gakuen University student.
She is the first-ever student
have successively transferrel
to Hokusei as a third-year
student after finishing a com
munity college in the United
States.

Having graduated from
Hokusei Gakuen University |
High School three years ago
Wagatsuma flew to Californi
to enter Citrus College in
Glendora, California in June
2011. In fact, it was not her
most favorable choice. “l hac
initially wanted to go straight
on to Hokusei immediately
after finishing the high
school,” she said. But she |
couldn’t get the EIKEN Test|

in Practical English Proficien- 2384 ‘ ' first,” she said. “They are na-
cy Grade 2 by the deadline, Wagatsuma passionately talks about her experience tive speakers so they can tell
X b *

me how they feel but | couldn’t. Then so we tend to avoid going there,” she close to each other regardless of the
they couldn’t understand how I felt, ei- said. “But actually people living there school year in Japan, she feels as if she is
ther.” However, she eventually overcamgon’t think they live in a dangerous in a social bind here, missing “the free
the problem, and her friends came to urplace. The experience wiped out my negtyle of life” in the U.S. that she could do
derstand her with patience and waited fative image about those ‘unsafe’ placeswhatever she wanted to do. “l don’t want
her to speak. Wagatsuma graduated from Citrus to spend every morning wavering about
Wagatsuma considers volunteer actiGollege in December 2013. Her dream what to wear for going to school,” she
ities as the most valuable experience shwas been to become a high school Engl&did desperately.
obtained in the U.S.; she participated in ~ teacher since her childhood. A diploma  Wagatsuma hopes high school stu-
volunteer activities in a village of Mexicdrom an American university alone dents learn more about Japan. She wants
once a month. wouldn’t guarantee she could become o teach positive points about Japan as
“At first, | didn’t have a positive im- English teacher in Japan, but getting a well as negative points to students when
age about the volunteering,” Wagatsumgeacher license at a Japanese universityshe becomes an English teacher.

said. She was afraid because it was heldan provide her with opportunities in Despite the assured food, clothing,
in Mexico, which is sometimes describedublic and private high schools. shelter, and the sense of security every-
with words such as “unsafe.” “I needed wider options to become avhere in Japan, Wagatsuma realized how

However, the volunteer activities teacher, so | decided to come back in- repressed Japanese people can become in
changed her view. She taught English, stead of transferring to an American unisocial life.
brought supplies to people living there, versity,” she said. “And | wanted to be a “We have been told not to do this or
and helped constructing churches, in  student at Hokusei in the first place,” shthat because it troubles other people,” she
which she tiled walls and made stained added with a smile. lamented. “But | want students to realize
glasses. Wagatsuma is now struggling with that it is fine to cause troubles sometimes

“Everybody thinks that local Mexi- assignments for the teaching-course clasnd they can always challenge whatever
cans are poor and such an area is not ssds, While she feels students are very they really want to do.”
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/" Prof. Toshiya Kawahara \

1. Imamiya High School

2. Cycling, Jazz music, lai-do
3. Newspaper delivery, tutor
4. Okonomiyaki

5. English literature

6. Visiting old Japanese castles

\7. India W,

Personal Data

1. High school 2. Hobby 3. Parttimejob 4. Favorite food

5.Seminar 6.Dream 7. Country that | want to visit

/'Nozomi Hirao N\ ﬂyana Ishiyama

1. Sapporo Tsukisamu High School 1. Haboro High School

2. Eating, sleeping, traveling, driving 2. Watching American TV dramas and E

3. Hamburger steak restaurant soccer games, reading books, baking

. 3. Soup curry restaurant
4. Apricot kernel tofu, noodle, P y

rice 4. Soup curry, seafood, Shabu-Shabu

5. International communication 5. Applied Linguistics

6. Becoming an English journalist
Qltaly, Spain /

Ikumi Sagawa

6. Traveling all over the world

Q New Zealand, Peru

Hikari Chiba
1. Shinkawa High School 1. Nihon University High School
2. Watching movies, vacuuming

3. Bar (kitchen and hall)

2. Baking bread
3. ABC cooking studio

4. Sushi, Indian curry 4. Soup curry

5. Intercultural communication 5. English education

6. Intercultural marriage » k 6. Live in a warm country with my husband

7. England, Mexico 7. Finland

Yukina Tahira Misaki Ozawa

1. Hokkai High School 1. Chitose High School

2. Cooking, hot spring 2. Driving, watching soccer game

3. Yakiniku restaurant 3. Hotel

4. Snacks 4. Ramen, chocolate

5. American literature

5. American literature
6. Cooking studio instructor & housewife 6. Happy life

7. Canada 7. France
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