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Introduction to The Words of the Founders

In order to facilitate a deeper understanding of Hokusei
Gakuen’s historical roots, as part of Hokusei Gakuen University’s
fiftieth anniversary celebration, its Smith Mission Center Steering
Committee members have transcribed seven sets of original documents
which together tell the story of the foundation and development of the
school system in the years when its founder, Sarah C. Smith, was in
Sapporo. The focus of this effort is to present an account of this
educational institution’s formation in the actual words of those who led
in this process.

These documents include (a) the annual reports from Hokusei
Jo Gakko included in the reports to the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (PCUSA), (b)
Sumisu-Sensei Nikki, or Sumisu Koumu Nenshi, Sarah Smith’s annual
reports on school affairs, (c) Hokusei Jo Gakko-related reports and
letters to and from the secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the
PCUSA, (d) annual reports from Hokusei Jo Gakko included in the book,
Japan Mission Reports, (e) articles by and reports from Hokusei
missionaries in the women’s Christian mission magazine, Woman’s
Work for Woman, (f) information from the personnel files of
missionaries who served at Hokusei Jo Gakko, and (g) an article on
educational ideals by the school’s second missionary principal, Alice M.
Monk, from the missions magazine, The Japan Evangelist.

All of these materials are transcribed in English, and the
General Assembly reports and Koumu Nenshi have been translated into
Japanese. Digitally scanned versions of the original Koumu Nenshi
have been included. However, the copyrights for the other documents



belong to the PCUSA and its Presbyterian Historical Society. Also,
Hokusei-related data contained in them is often widely scattered. To
avoid difficulties in these areas, the research team elected to transcribe
and compile the information as presented here.

The transcribers have adhered to the formatting of the original
documents as closely as practically possible, including apparent
mistakes, cross-outs, and spacing. @ When necessary for Cclarity,
additions in brackets [ | and footnotes have been inserted.

It is my privilege in representing the Smith Mission Center
Steering Committee to present these various accounts of life at Hokusei
in its early years. Taken in combination, they provide a fairly vivid
picture of the personalities, policies, and programs which reflect the
school’s unique mission and formed its character and spirit.
Hopefully they will be a useful contribution toward an accurate and
complete understanding of Hokusei Gakuen’s origins and growth.

Tetsuo Yamaga
Smith Mission Center Director
Hokusei Gakuen University



